What exactly are we up to?

[image: C:\Program Files (x86)\Solidworks\2nd-Backpackers-2017-GW1YBB_P-QSO-map.jpg]We are licenced radio amateurs taking part in an organised radio contest.

The contest we are doing is on the 144MHz VHF band and has a set start and end time. The object is to speak to as many other radio amateurs in the time, ideally in as many places and as far away as possible. Each person we speak to is worth points and the winner is one with the most points.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The map on the right shows all the people we spoke to (blue pins – we are the red pin) in the June 2017 contest on this site. At the end of the contest we all send our logs into the organiser for checking and the winners are announced. The map above was the winning score, eg, we won (certificate seen below)!

[image: ]The antenna you see is a yagi and is a bigger version of your TV antenna. We use it to extend our reception and transmission range and it needs to be pointed at the stations we want to speak to unless they are close and strong. 


We carry all the gear up the hill in rucksacks to this site because it is a fantastic site for VHF. Not only the 800m altitude which has a line of site view of over 300km (computer modelled) but the shape of the mountain falling away helps the signal ‘take off’ from the yagi.

The yagi itself and the mast is home made by us, designed to be portable, light, perform well and most importantly withstand the high winds this exposed summit suffers. The June 2017 event was done in a full howling gale all day and cost us two bent tent poles. The mast system however survived well although it took 2 hours to erect due to the extreme winds.

For more information go to:

http://g1ybb.uk
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